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In the Beginning

I was the editor of The Seminole Producer in 1992 when Governor David Walters invited 
reporters, photographers and editors aboard a bus. His goal was increased tourism. 

In Ponca City, mansion docents told us about the madness 
of E.W. and Lydie Marland. He made mad business decisions; her 
adoptive father-daughter marriage might have caused her lifelong 
emotional and psychological problems. 

Then E.W., fifty-four, proposed marriage to his daughter Lydie, 
twenty-eight, whom he had raised from age sixteen.

E.W. was one of the most prolific tycoons during the birth of 
Oklahoma’s petroleum age. He negotiated an astonishing deal that 
allowed Marland Oil the exclusive right to drill for oil and gas in 
Canada’s Hudson Bay and England’s North Sea, and built a hundred 
million dollar company during the Roaring Twenties.

However, even the smartest guy in the room makes mistakes: 
E.W. borrowed money incessantly to keep up with his Oklahoma oil-
baron peers: he built three lavish mansions, bought a palatial railroad 
car, and sailed on a luxurious yacht. 

Corporate raider J.P. Morgan Jr. determined the world’s most 
successful independent oil company was ripe for takeover, and set a 
trap in 1923. E.W. fell for it, accepted millions in loans, and sold tens 
of millions in Marland Oil stock. Five years later, Morgan persuaded 
Marland Oil’s board of directors to merge with Conoco. Lydie Marland

E.W. Marland
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Early History

George Frederick Roberts peddled fruits and vegetables from a pushcart in Philadelphia, 
so his family struggled financially. George F. and Margaret, who lived on Old Mill Road in rural 
Flourtown, had four children, George, Lyde, Marl and Gin.

By 1912, E.W. discovered dozens of oil and gas wells in north central Oklahoma, and 
leased thousands of acres of school lands. 

Childless after nine years of marriage, E.W. and Virginia invited George, fifteen, and 
Lydie, twelve to Ponca City for four summers. In 1916, the Marlands offered to adopt the two 
oldest children. Margaret and George F. refused at first, but his sister died in 1913 and he took 
in three nieces. 

According to one persistent rumor, the Marlands offered the Roberts fifty thousand 
dollars to allow the adoption. That account appeared to be factual after The Daily Oklahoman 
published a 1928 story detailing how the Roberts had bought a fashionable house with 
spacious lawns in Germantown. 

Two details, however, suggested the rumor might 
be untrue: Lydie and E.W. married in July 1928 at her 
parent’s home on Old Mill Road in Flourtown; and in 
a 1934 letter, Lydie wrote that her biological family 
could not pay their coal bills for four years. 

Ironically, after Morgan ousted E.W. from 
Marland Oil in 1928 and he lost his $30 million 
personal fortune in the stock market crash of 1929, 
the Marlands could not pay their own utilities at the 
mansion, and E.W. owed several months worth of 
drug and cleaning bills by 1931.

E.W. needed income so he ran for public office: despite his taboo marriage, he was elected 
to Congress in 1932, then was chosen Oklahoma’s tenth governor in 1934.

Oklahoma’s 10th Governor E.W. Marland 
on inaugaral day
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Who Was Grace?

Lydie addressed envelopes to Miss Grace Murray, 25 East Pleasant Street, Germantown, 
Pennsylvania. Grace collected about four dozen of Lydie’s letters from 1926 to 1945.

Germantown and Flourtown are now suburbs in north Philadelphia, four miles apart, so 
Grace was probably not a neighbor; she was likely to be a grammar or high school buddy. 

Lydie left Flourtown in 1916, moved in with the Marlands in Ponca City, and only visited 
the Philadelphia suburb afterward. 

Readers may presume from the tone of Lydie’s letters that Lydie and Grace were intimate 
childhood friends – maybe best friends forever. They knew each other’s families. They shared 
intimate details. They exchanged gifts at birthdays and holidays. Lydie frequently borrowed 
money from Grace. 

Lydie’s letters revealed Grace was unemployed several times. She also loved dogs, theatre, 
music, and was devoted to a popular singer of the day, Elsie Janis. 

Lydie Marland, 1916 Grace Murray
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Second Letter

Two years after she married, Lydie wrote a note on embossed linen stationary featuring a 
crest and a pen-and-ink drawing of Marlborough House, a posh Atlantic City resort hotel.

August 30, 1930

Dearest Grace – E.W. must leave here Tuesday for New York. 
I want to spend a day or two there, so will go up with him 
and return here Wednesday night, I think. Won’t be at the 
Marlborough, tho! Let you know where. The bathing is lovely – 
have had a very nice quiet time seeing everything.  

Lots of love,

Lyde

Skip Ahead to Next Letter
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October 29, 1930

Dear Grace –

Here we are in Ponca for a week – E.W. speaking in the home 
district, for the Democratic ticket –

Have been busy since returning – have entertained more than a 
thousand guests in the mansion. 

Am a little ashamed of all the bellyaching (beautiful expression) 
I did while on my vacation I found myself glad to return here – 
guess because my family problems seem more insurmountable 
than ever – 

Feel grateful I have a good home, & a job too!

How are you doing?!

Are you going to be a good Democrat. 

Hope your job lasts – because you seem to like it – 

I am writing at my own desk – and E.W. has settled himself in the 
same room & is dictating a report or something to the legislature 
to one secretary & planning a speech – and I find myself in dizzy 
letter writing condition –

Well, this is only to get some word off to you – anec beau – comp 
d’affection.

Lyde 

(over)

I returned here “first class” – It seems to have agreed with me 
better than traveling peasant style. I was rested & optimistic 
about things!!

L –

Skip Ahead to Next Letter
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Lydie wrote on stationary from a posh Atlantic City resort. 
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Gary Robert Pinnell

My book manuscript, THE MADNESS OF E.W. 
AND LYDIE MARLAND, is with an editor in New York. 
When his and my revisions are done, three agents have 
asked to read it. I expect it to be published next year. 
Please go to LydieMarland.com and sign up for the 
mailing list. You will be notified when my book appears 
on the shelves at Brace Books.

About Gary Robert Pinnell

Gary Robert Pinnell is a retired reporter, photographer and editor who worked with The 
Duncan Banner, The Lawton Constitution, The Seminole Producer, and ten other newspapers 
in Texas, Nebraska, Louisiana, Pennsylvania, Virginia and Florida. He is writing a nonfiction 
biography tentatively titled, “The Madness of E.W. and Lydie Marland.”

Learn more about Gary by visiting his website at GaryRobertPinnell.com and following 
his Facebook page at facebook.com/garyrobertpinnell.

The Madness of E.W. and Lydie Marland

In Gary Robert Pinnell’s compelling, soon-to-be-published book, The Madness of E.W. 
and Lydie Marland, their captivating saga is recounted with a previously unseen level of detail 
and intimacy. Drawing from a treasure trove of newly discovered, unpublished letters, Pinnell 
delves into the turbulent undercurrents of the Marlands’ lives, offering fresh insights into their 
notorious relationship, their dramatic rise and fall, and their tumultuous navigation through 
the 1929 stock market crash.

But more than just an historical recounting, this nonfiction biography journeys into 

https://LydieMarland.com
https://garyrobertpinnell.com/
https://www.facebook.com/garyrobertpinnell
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desire, and the tragic consequences of broken taboos. The Marland saga unravels the impact 
of societal norms and pressures, examines the price of unbridled ambition, and follows the 
heartbreaking decisions of Oklahoma’s beautiful first lady, who declines into a destitute street 
person. As readers traverse the emotional landscapes of E.W. and Lydie Marland’s lives, 
they witness the seismic shifts between the liberal 1920s and the brutally stigmatized and 
misunderstood mental health climate.

The Madness of E.W. and Lydie Marland explores a period of the 20th century that still 
resonates today and leaves readers spellbound. It is a captivating read for history aficionados, 
biography lovers, and readers of intriguing tales well told.

Sign up at LydieMarland.com to receive updates about the book and exclusive content 
about the E.W. and Lydie Marland. 

https://lydiemarland.com
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